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Introduction    

Many families of hymenoptera can be recognised by 
their venation. This guide does not pretend to be 
comprehensive, and only includes parasitic groups. It 
should enable you to have an idea of which family your 
specimen is in and so which key to use to try and 
identify it. Some available keys are given at the end. 

Other features may be needed in some cases, if so 
these are included in this guide. 

The photos are in order of reduced venation 



Ichneumonidae 

Stigma 

Areolet 

2mCu 

Radial 
cell 



Braconidae  

All Braconidae lack vein 2mCu 



Braconidae (Microgastrinae) 



Aphidiidae 



Cheloninae (Braconidae) 

Whole 
insect 

Abdomen in the form of a 
carapace 



Gasteruptiidae 

Abdomen inserted 
high up on 
propodeum 



Cynipidae 



Kleidotoma (Cynipidae, Eucoilidae) 

Note indented wing tip 
and long hair fringe 



Diapriidae (Diapriinae) 

Antennae usually on frontal prominence opening upwards 


