
The Myriapoda of Lancashire and Cheshire
By J. Gordon Blower

In the first half of this century the myriapods of the northern counties of 
Lancashire, Cheshire and Durham were better known than in any other part of the 
country. These three counties were the homes of S. Graham Brade-Birks, 
A. Randell Jackson and Richard S. Bagnall. Many species of myriapods were first 
introduced to the British list, and some to the world list, on the basis of animals 
collected in these northern parts. These old records still form more than half of 
the present total of known occurrences of pauropods and nearly forty percent of 
the symphylans, but recording of centipedes and millipedes spread to the south. 
This extension of the area covered was lead by Brade-Birks who moved from 
Darwen in Lancashire to take-up a lecturing post at Wye College, Kent in 1919. 
From here he published his comprehensive ‘Sources for the description and 
illustration of the British Fauna' in 1939.

Nearly twenty years elapsed before further noteable additions to the literature, 
nationally or locally. Key-works on millipedes, centipedes and Symphyla were 
published by Blower (1958), Edwards (1959), and Eason (1964). In 1972 the 
second International Congress of Myriapodology was held in Manchester under 
the presidency of Canon Brade-Birks, then aged 84. In the first volume of the 
Bulletin of the British Myriapod Group, Blower (1972) published details of the 
distribution of millipedes in Britain and the inauguration of the British Myriapod 
Survey was announced (Fairhurst & Barber, 1972). In the paper on millipede 
distribution, Lancashire and Cheshire were joined bySurrey and Kentasthefour 
best worked counties for millipedes. These two counties do not stand as high in 
centipede recording, partly because a higher proportion of the chilopod species 
have a southern distribution, and also because the recorder, A.D. Barber, 
happens to reside in the south.

As examples of the recent buoyancy in centipede and millipede recording we 
may note that four species of millipedes have been added to the British list since 
the recent publication of the new Synopsis (Blower 1985); at the Manchester 
meeting of the British Myriapod Group there were six millipede records new to 
vice-county 59, three of which were new to Lancashire; there were also three new 
centipede records for Lancashire and Cheshire (see Tables 3 & 4, and 
Richardson, 1986). As a result of the Manchester meeting Lancashire has soared 
ahead of the field and is now, again, the best worked county for millipedes. The 
provisional Atlas of centipedes is due to be published next year and the millipede 
Atlas is in preparation. Although recording of Symphyla and Pauropoda is almost 
at a standstill (they are not yet included in the British Myriapod Survey), a new 
pauropod was recently recorded from the old Furness district of Lancashire 
(Blower, 1986) which is the first record of the family Eurypauropidae from north 
west Europe.

This paper presents up-to-date lists of Lancashire and Cheshire records of the 
four classes of myriapods and these are set within the context of complete 
national lists (Tables 1 - 4). Rather more detail is given for Pauropoda and 
Symphyla; authorities for species and all vice-county or county records are 
given, since no recent treatments of these groups are readily available. In the
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tables for millipedes and centipedes only the vice-county nearest to Lancashire 
and Cheshire, for which a record is available, is given. This gives a means of 
estimating the probability of the species occurring in Lancashire and Cheshire. 
Table 5 summarises the position for Lancashire and Cheshire. Details of 
literature and key-works are included in the list of references. Perhaps this author 
is not the best person to up-date our knowledge of the fauna of Lancashire and 
Cheshire since he confesses to having a very much out-of-date and nostalgic 
concept of Lancashire! Records for vice-county 69 are included; most of these 
are from the Grange district and even the latest addition, theeurypauropid, came 
from the west bank of Lake Windermere, which used to be part of the Furness 
district of north Lancashire.

PAUROPODA
These minute myriapods are close relatives of the millipedes; they have only 

two pairs of jaws, the mandibles and first maxillae, and their genital openings lie 
anteriorly on the third segment. Their most characteristic external feature is the 
triflagellate antenna. I have heard pauropods likened to small collembolans with 
too many legs; in fact, although there are nine or ten pairs, they are not frightfully 
evident.

There are two basic types, the ‘Pauropoda agila’, delicate active animals 
belonging to the families Pauropidae and Afrauropidae, and the ‘Pauropoda 
tardigrada’, usually slower moving and relatively more heavily armoured 
pauropods belonging to the families Brachypauropidaeand Eurypauropidae; the 
last two species in Table 1 belong to these families respectively, the remainder 
belong to the Pauropidae.

Most of the twenty-four species recorded as British were found, and 
determined, by R.S. Bagnall between 1910 and 1935. Eleven of these were 
included in the list of Brade-Birks (1939), another seven were included in several 
papers published by Bagnall in 1935, some of them too late for inclusion in Brade- 
Birks’ list. After a twenty year gap, Remy (1956, 1961) added three species and 
reduced one to varietal status; Scheller (1970) discovered that Bagnall’s genus 
Asphaeridiopus was a moulting fifth stadium of some species of Allopauropus. 
Scheller (1974b) added three more species and finally Moore (1982) and Blower 
(1986) each added a further species bringing the total to 24. Remy's additions in 
1961 were mainly based on soil samples from Somerset taken by Dr. C.A. 
Edwards and sorted by floatation. The additions of Scheller (1974b) were based 
on collections by C.A. Edwardsand H.J. Gough. The species added by Mooreare 
of special interest here because they came from a reclaimed coal shale heap at 
Welch Whittle, near Charnock Richard on the M6 in Lancashire; various 
treatments were being compared, the Pauropoda preferred the ‘uncut’ regime 
where plant cover was allowed to die back on to the soil.

A total of seven species have been recorded from Lancashire: Allopauropus 
vulgaris from Grange-over-Sands, A. gracilis from Grange (v.c. 69), and 
Silverdale (v.c. 60) were the first two, both due to Bagnall (1915). Allopauropus 
distinctus came from a wood on the west bank of Windermere, v.c. 69, (Remy, 
1956); Pauropus lanceolatus and Allopauropus danicus came from the Welch 
Whittle coal shale heap, v.c. 60, the former, new to Britain (Moore, 1982); 
Pauropus furcifer and Gravieripus cordatus were found in a wood near Far
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Sawreyonthe westbankof Windermere (Blower, 1986); P. furcifer had previously 
been recorded from Durham and Oxfordshire (Bagnall, 1918), theeurypauropid, 
Gravieripus cordatus was the first record in north west Europe; the species was 
described from Spain and Turkey by Scheller (1974a); it is a delightful little 
creature, covered with six well sclerotised and ornamented tergites which form 
an oval outline measuring 1.0 x 0.4mm. Like the animals recorded by Moore, the 
Windermere animals were extracted from soil and litter by Tullgren funnels; had I 
not had my attention fixed on some Protura in the samples, I am sure I would have 
missed the pauropods, even under a low power binocular microscope.

There are no records of pauropods from Cheshire, which brings me to the point 
of this extended account of this least-known group of diminutive myriapods: they 
present an exciting challenge for northern naturalists. Bagnall gave us a good 
start; Dr. Ulf Scheller from Sweden is the only authority we can approach for 
determination and he has expressed his willingness to see and name any 
specimens we provide.

Table 1 P A U R O P O D A
5 5 6 6 L New records Old records
8 9 0 9

0 Allopauropus brevisetis Silvestri • • 6  67
2a Allopauropus broelemanm  Remy • • 5.86
o 2 Allopauropus cuenoti Remy • • 5.33/34.86 17.61.66.68.83
04 Allopauropus damcus (Hansen) ♦ • ♦ 59 6.66.83
la Allopauropus distinctus Remy ♦ + 41.69
o3 Allopauroous gracilis (Hansen) + ♦ + 5,6.11/12.22,33/34.53 60.66.67.68.69,82.98
1 2 A. gracilis 1. sequanus Remy • 8 6 , H2
2 A. gracilis 1. sabaudianus Remy • 5 17,18.62.68.83

Allopauropus littoralis Bagnall • 83
Allopauropus lubbocki Bagnall • 17

3a Allopauropus m illo ti Remy • 33/34
2 a Allopauropus m illolianus Leclerc • 5
Ia3a Allopauropus multiplex Remy • 22.41.42

Allopauropus stepheni Bagnall • 83
Allopauropus thalassophilus Remy • 83

o13 Allopauropus vulgaris Hansen + •f 5.6.7/8,41.H2 66.69
0 Thalassopauropus remyi Bagnall • 83
o5 Pauropus furcifer Silvestri ♦ ■f 69 23,66
o Pauropus huxleyi Lubbock • 6 6
3a4a Pauropus lanceolatus Remy ♦ ♦ 6.7.7/8.59
3a Polypauropus duboscqui Remy • 2 2
o Stylopauropus pedunculatus (Lubbock) • 6 6
0 Stylopauropus pubescens Hansen • 6 8

Scleropauropus hansem Bagnall • 17
0 Brachypauropus lubbocki Bagnall • 6 6

5a Gravieripus cordatus Scheller • ♦ ♦ 69

0 Listed by Brade-Birks. 1939 All old records by Bagnall. 1909-1935
1 Added by Remy. 1956
2 Added by Remy. 1961
3 Added by Scheller. 1974
4 Added by Moore. 1982
5 Added by Blower. 1985
a Records new to British fauna



SYMPHYLA
These small delicate animals with hardly any pigment probably owe their 

survival to their amazing activity and manoeuvrability; they stay in the litter or soil 
on the Tullgren funnel to the bitter end and only emerge on the last day or two of a 
two-week extraction. Scutigerella nivea (Scop.) was the first symphylan to be 
described, as Scolopendra nivea Scopoli, 1763; the second was Scolopendrella 
notacantha Gervais, 1839. Although these two generic names are diminutives of 
chilopod genera, there is no close relationship with centipedes although both 
chilopods and symphyla have three pairs of jaws. The group was raised to ordinal 
status by Ryder (1880) who coined the name Symphyla ‘in reference to the 
singular combination of myriapodous, insectan and thysanurous characters 
which it represents’. The genera Scutigerella and Scolopendrella are the types for 
the only two families in the group. The Scolopendrellidae, including the genera 
Scolopendrella, Symphylella and Scolopendrellopsis (=Symphylellopsis) are 
usually less than 4mm long, but are marginally larger than pauroods; The 
Scutigerellidae including the genera Scutigerella, Neoscutigerella and 
Hanseniella are usually larger; the largest species of Scutigerella may reach 8mm 
in length.

Until Bagnall (1911), Newport’s Scutigerella immaculata was the only species 
on the British list; Bagnall added Hanseniella caldaria, Scolopendrella vulgaris 
and S. notacantha. The checklist of Brade-Birks (1939) contained 14 species, 
practically all of them collected by Bagnall, and eight of them were newly 
described by him. Edwards (1959) published a Synopsis of the Symphyla in 
Britain; he reduced seven of Bagnall’s species to synonyms since they were 
based on immature stadia of existing species (see Table 2). However, Edwards 
added seven species to the list, two of them newtoscienceandthetotal in Britain 
remained at fourteen. A fifteenth species was added by Remy (1956), not early 
enough to be included in Edward’s Synopsis.

Five species are recorded for Lancashire: three species of Scutigerella, 
S. immaculata by Bagnall in all three vice-counties, S. palmonii and S. causeyae 
by Edwards (1959), and two scolopenrellids: Scolopendrellopsis subnuda by 
both Bagnall and Edwards, and Symphylella vulgaris by Bagnall. The only 
species recorded from Cheshire is Scutigerella immaculata.

DIPLOPODA (Millipedes)
Early last century Leach had recorded ten species of millipedes in Britain, six of 

which he had described new to science. Amongst the earliest northern records 
were those of Curtis; he described Cylindroiulus latestriatus (Curtis, 1845) from 
animals collected at Nantwich in Cheshire‘attacking crops’. More than a hundred 
years later, it was found that the types which Curtis had lodged in the British 
Museum consisted of two species, one which had been known in the interim first 
as C. frisius (first recorded by Bagnall (1917) from Ainsdale) and then as
C. oweni, and another, still known as C. parisiorum but never knowingly recorded 
from Cheshire.

Not until the beginning of this century was interest renewed. By 1922 there 
were 40 species recorded from Britain, Messrs Bagnall, Brade-Birks and Jackson 
being largely responsible. In 1915 Jackson recorded Cylindroiuluslondinensis at 
Grange-over-Sands; this was the first find of this species since Leach had 
described it from ‘near London’ in 1815. In 1916 the new team of Rev. S. Graham
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Table 2 S Y M P H Y L A

b
b
o
o
o
o

o
bo

b
b*

o
b
b
b
b

b
b

Scutigerella nodicera Michelbacher 
Scutigerelia immaculata (Newport)

= S. spmipes Bagnall 
= S. bisculala Bagnall 
Scutigerella palmonii Michelbacher 
Scutigerella linsleyi Michelbacher 
Scutigerella lineatus Edwards 
Scutigerella causeyae Michelbacher

Hansemella unguiculata (Hansen) 
Hansemella caldaria (Hansen)

Neoscutigerella hanseni (Bagnall) 
Scolopendrellopsis (Symphylellopsis) 
subnuda (Hansen) 

Scolopendrellopsis (S) arvemorum  
(Ribaut. 1931)

Scolopendrella notacantha Gervais

Symphylella hintom  Edwards 
Symphylella vulgaris (Hansen)
= S. horrida Bagnall 
= S delicatula Bagnall 
= S. mmutissima Bagnall

Symphylella isabellae (Grassi)

= S. dunelmensis Bagnall 
= S. /acksoni Bagnall

5
8

5 6 6 L New records Old records
9 0 9
• • • • 41
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 0.1/2.3/4.5/6.7/8 37.49.58.59.60,62.

9,33/34.H2 66.67.69.

4- ■f • 4- 3/4.5/6.9.59/60
• • • • 3/4
• • • • 3/4.5/6
■f ♦ • 4- 3/4.5/6.9.11/12.17

55/57.59/60.69/70

• • • • 1.17
• • • • 17.66.67.76

♦ + ♦ 4- 6 6

♦ • ♦ 4- 1.1/2.9,30.69.H2 51.59,66.69.100

• • • • 5/6.7/8
• • • • 3/4 51.66

• • • • 1/2.5/6.7/8
• ♦ ■f + 1/2.3/4.5/6.7/8.9 41.60.66.67.69.83.98

33/34. H2. 86/99

• • • • 1/2.3/4.5/6.7/8.9. 66,67,51
33/34.41

b Listed by Brade-Birks. 1939
o Added to list by Edwards. 1959
• Added to list, or records provided by Remy. 1956

Birks and Dr. Hilda K. Brade wrote the first of their ‘Notes on Myriapoda’ 
describing Melogona (=Microchordeuma) scutellare new to Britain, from 
Darwen, Lancashire, where the Rev. Birks was curate. In this same year Bagnall 
(1916) had found the littoral millipede Thalassisobates littoralis on the shore at 
Grange-over-Sands; this was the first British record, it was not seen again for 40 
years (in the Isle of Man and Caernarvonshire) and it has still not been 
rediscovered on the Lancashire coast. In 1917 Brade-Birks found a millipede 
belonging to a new family in Whitehall Park, Darwen, first described as 
lacksoneuma bradeae Brolemann & Brade-Birks, 1917 and now known as 
Brachychaeteuma bradeae. For a good many years there was no representative 
of the family Brachychaeteumatidae known outside Britain (see Blower, 1986 a).

With such an auspicious start in the first twenty years of this century, it is not 
surprising that by 1972 more species (33) were recorded in Lancashire than in 
any other county, and Cheshire came fourth in the list, tying with Durham, and 
this notwithstanding a dozen species having a southern distribution and 
apparently not likely to occur in Lancashire and Cheshire. Two noteable 
additions to Lancashire have been the blind julid Cylindroiulus vulnerarius found 
in 1978 at Didsbury, Manchester, by Martin Jones, the second county record in 
Britain, and the blaniulid Nopoiulus kochii found on the campus of Manchester 
University during the meeting of the British Myriapod Group in April 1986. After 
this meeting Lancashire emerged again, after fierce competition, as the best 
worked county with 37 of the possible 41 species recorded.



Table 3 D I P L O P O D A

Polyxenus lagurus

Glomeris marginata 
Stygioglomeris (=Geoglomeris) crinata 

•Adenomeris gibbosa 
“ Trachysphaera lobata

Polyzonium germanicum

Craspedosoma rawlinsi
Nanogona (=Polymicrodon) polydesmoides

Brachychaeteuma melanops 
Brachychaeteuma bradeae 
Brachychaeteuma baonalli

•Chordeuma sylvestre 
Chordeuma proximum 
Melogona (-Microchordeuma) gallica 
Melogona (=Microchordeuma) scutellare

Nemasoma (=lsobates) varicorne 
Thalassisobates littoralis

Proteroiulus fuscus 
Choneiulus palmatus 
Nopoiulus kochii 
Blaniulus guttulatus 
Archiboreoiulus pallidus 
Boreoiulus tenuis

Tachypodoiulus niger
Ommatoiulus (=Schizophyllum) sabulosus

Cylindroiulus londinensis 
Cylindroiulus caeruleocinctus 

■Cylindroiulus vulnerarius 
Cylindroiulus nitidus 
Cylindroiulus punctatus 
Cylindroiulus latestriatus 
Cylindroiulus britannicus 
Cylindroiulus parisiorum 

•Cylindroiulus truncorum 
’ Enantiulus armatus

Julus scandinavius 
Ophyiulus pilosus 
Leptoiulus belgicus 
Leptoiulus kervillei

Medtaiulus pratensis 
Brachyiulus pusillus 

“ Unciger foetidus

*Prosopodesmus panporus 
"P o ra tia  digitata 

Eumastigonodesmus boncii 
Macrosternodesmus palicola 
Ophiodesmus albonanus 
Oxidus gracilis
Stosatea (=Entothalassinum) italica

Polydesmus angustus 
Polydesmus denticulatus 
Polydesmus gallicus 
Polydesmus inconstans (=coriaceus) 
Polydesmus testaceus 
Brachydesmus superus

5 5 6  6  L Nearest records
8 9 0 9 North South

♦ • • ♦ ♦

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
♦ • ♦ + ♦
• • • • • H21
• • • • • 1 0 Jones & Keay. 1986
• • • • • 15
♦ + • • ♦ '
+ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
• • • • • 17
• ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
• • ♦ ♦ ♦
• • • • • 2
• • • • • 34
♦ +  • • ♦
♦ + ♦ + ♦

+
• • • ♦ +

+ ♦ ♦ ♦ +
+ ♦ ♦ + ♦
• +  • • ♦
+ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
♦ +  • ♦ ♦
• +  ♦ ♦ ♦
■f ♦ ♦ ♦ +
♦ + ♦ ♦ ♦
• • • ♦ +
+ ♦ • + +
•
• • • ♦ ♦
+ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
♦ ♦ + ♦ ♦
+ ♦ + -f +
♦ • • • •
• • • • • 34
• • • • • 3

♦ ♦ + + ♦
♦ ♦ + + +
• • • • • 1.2,3
• • • • • 17,30

• • • • • 14,15.16
+ + • + +
• • • • • 27

• • • • • 17
• . . . .  5 7 Blower & Rundle. 1986
• • • • • 6 6

+ +  ♦ + ♦
+ - -f ♦ -f
♦ + • • +
+ • • • •

♦ ♦ -f ♦ ♦
+ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
♦ +  • • ♦
+ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
• • • • • 16,19
+ ♦ + ♦ ♦

•Additions to list in Blower. 1958 
“ Additions to list in Blower, 1986
+M ost recent records at meeting of British Myriapod Group, Manchester. April 1986
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CHILOPODA (Centipedes)
In the checklist of Brade-Birks (1939) there were40 species of centipede on the 

British list; five of these were omitted in Eason (1964): Lithobius lapidicola 
became a synonym of L. borealis; two of Bagnall’s species Geophilus anglicanus 
and Geophilus pusillimus were shown to be immature stadia of G. insculptus and 
Brachygeophilus truncorum respectively. Geophilus algarum was considered to 
be a young stadium of Strigamia maritima, and Stigmatogaster gracilis was 
probably an immature Geophilus fucorum seurati (Eason, 1961). To the 
remaining 35 valid species Eason added nine others bringing the total to 44 
species. Only one of these came from the north, Lithobius macilentus 
(=L. aulacopus), which Dr Eason found in woodland on the west bank of Lake 
Windermere near Far Sawrey (Eason, 1953). This area lay within the Furness 
district of Lancashire at that date. L. macilentus was the only species to be added 
to the British list from Lancashire and Cheshire finds although the record of 
Geophilus insculptus from Darwen (Brade-Birks, 1916b) may have been the first 
valid record since, previous to this, the animal had been referred to G. proximus in 
error (only this year has G. proximus been recorded as British, see later).

Since the publication of Eason’s book, five more species have been added to 
the British list, four from the south and one from the north: Geophilus proximus 
was described new to Britain from the Shetland Islands (Barber, 1986). Table 4 
lists the 47 species which now stand as British; the list is taken from charts of up
dated vice county records given by Barber (1983) forthe north, and (1984) for the 
south, together with the two species added later (Barber, 1985, 1986). The 
striking Scutigera coleoptrata is omitted from the list although there is a Cheshire 
record from the Survey. Unfortunately Dr Eason’s book is no longer readily 
available but Barber (1983) has given a useful guide to centipede identification.

In Table 4 there are records of 20 species of centipede from Cheshire and 22 
from Lancashire. A larger number of species is only recorded for five southern 
counties where the possible number is greater. As regards vice-counties, 
Durham (vc 66) is the only vice-county in the north with a higher number of 
species, one more than vc’s 58 and 69, two more than vc’s 59 and 60.

The provisional Atlas of centipedes will be published very soon by the 
Biological Records Centre; when this noteable milestone is reached, interest will 
be focused on 10km squares rather than vice-counties and this will highlight 
more subtle features of local distribution. Perhaps more interest has been shown 
in the distribution of Lithobius variegatus than of any other myriapod. Gibson- 
Carmichael (1887) said that Lithobius forficatus was very common in all the 
places he had searched for it ‘except in the Lake District where Lithobius 
variegatus seems almost entirely to take its place’. My own experience is the 
same. I had field classes west of Windermere (vc69) for several years in the fifties 
and early sixties and always offered a pint to anyone collecting L. forficatus; it 
was only claimed on one or two occasions. This association of L. variegatus with 
the wilder parts of the country, together with its absence east of the 38° F January 
isotherm (Eason, 1964) underlines the need for many more detailed records (see 
also Eason, 1983).
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Table 4 C H I L O P O D A

5 5 6 6 L Nearest records
8 9 0 9 North South

Lithobius agilis • • • • • two old Irish records
Lithobius borealis (=lapidicola) ♦ ♦ • • ♦
Lithobius calcaratus ♦ ♦ + + ♦
Lithobius crassipes ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Lithobius curtipes • • • • • 62,63,66

•Lithobius erythrocephalus • • • • • 67
Lithobius forficatus ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

•Lithobius macilentus (=aulacopus) • • ♦ ♦ +
Lithobius melanops ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Lithobius microps (=duboscqui) ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Lithobius muticus + + ♦

“ Lithobius peregrinus • 15 Barber. 1985
Lithobius piceus britannicus • 66,67
Lithobius pilicornis • 23
Lithobius tenebrosus (=nigrifrons) • 6 6 no modern records

•Lithobius tricuspis • 3 Eason, 1965
Lithobius variegatus ♦ + ♦ + +

Lamyctes fulvicornis • ♦ ♦ + ♦

Cryptops anomalans • • • • • 34
Cryptops hortensis ■f ♦ + + +
Cryptops parisi • • • ♦ ♦

Haplophilus subterraneus ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
‘ Nesoporogaster souletina brevior • • • • • 1

Dicellophilus (=Mecistocephalus) carniolensis • • • • • 6 6

** Brachyschendyla dentata • • • • • 3.17 Barber & Eason.19
‘ Brachyschendyla monoeci • • • • • 1 Greenhouse
Hydroschendyla submarina • • • • • 62
Schendyla nemorensis ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

‘ Schendyla peyerimhoffi • • • • • 41
no recent recordsSchendyla zonalis • • • • • 3.9

Henia (=Chaetechelyne) montana • • • • • 30
Henia (=Chaetechelyne) vesuviana • • • • • 34
Strigamia acuminata ♦ + ♦ ♦ ♦

Strigamia crasspies + • • • •
Strigamia maritima ♦ • ♦ ♦ +

•Pachymerium ferrugineum • • • • • 14
Clinopodes linearis • ♦ • • ♦
Necrophloeophagus longicornis ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Brachygeophilus truncorum ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
BMG. 1970•’ Chalandea pinguis • • • • • 4

Geophilus carpophagus + ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Geophilus electricus + • ♦ ♦ ♦
Geophilus fucorum seurati • • • • • 70
Geophilus insculptus ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

35,37•Geophilus osquidatum • • • • •

Barber. 1986••Geophilus proximus • • • • • 1 1 2
1,14•Geophilus pusillifrater • • • • •

‘ Additions to list of Brade-Birks, 1939 
•'A dd itions  to list in Eason, 1964
+M ost recent records at meeting of British Myriapod Group, Manchester, April 1986
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THE BRITISH MYRIAPOD GROUP AND THE BRITISH 
MYRIAPOD SURVEY

It will have been noticed that much interest and activity has been generated by 
these two complementary groups. The Biological Record Centre publishes a 
Newsletter once or twice yearly with many interesting articles on myriapods and 
notices of the annual field meetings in Spring. Contact with these groups may be 
made through Mr. Paul T. Harding, Director, Biological Records Centre, Monk’s 
Wood Experimental Station, Abbots Ripton, Huntingdon PE17 2LS, or the Editor 
of the Newsletter, Mr. Douglas T. Richardson, 5 Calton Terrace, Skipton, North
Yorkshire BD23 2AY.

The British Myriapod Group also publishes an annual Bulletin. Copies of the 
first three volumes are available at modest cost from Mr. A.D. Barber, 'Rathgar', 
Exeter Road, Ivybridge, Devon PL21 OBD. Anyone interested in contributing 
records to the British Myriapod Survey should write to the millipede recorder, 
Mr. D.T. Richardson, or to the centipede recorder, Mr. A.D. Barber, addresses as 
above.

Table 5
Numbers of species of the four classes of Myriapoda recorded from Britain, and

from Lancashire & Cheshire
Species in Species Species Species recorded
Britain & confined available in
Ireland to south in north Lancs. Cheshire

Pauropoda 24 ?
•

? 7 nil
Symphyla 15 ?

•
?

• 5 1
Diplopoda 55 14 41 37 31
Chilopoda 47 15 31 22 19

Total MvriaDoda 141 70 51

References
Bagnall, R.S. 1909. Notes on some pauropoda from the counties of 
Northumberland and Durham. Trans, nat. Hist. Soc. Northumb. 39: 462-466.
Bagnall, R.S. 1911a. A contribution towards a knowledgeof the British speciesof 
Symphyla. Trans, nat. Hist. Soc. Northumb. (NS) 3: 646-653.
Bagnall, R.S. 1911b. A synopsis of the British Pauropoda. Trans, nat. Hist. Soc. 
Northumb. (NS) 3: 654-660.
Bagnall, R.S. 1911c. Noteson Pauropoda with a brief description of anewspecies 
of Brachypauropus. Trans, nat. Hist. Soc. Northumb. (NS) 4: 59-60.
Bagnall, R.S. 1912a. Further records of some British Symphyla, with description 
of new species. Trans, nat. Hist. Soc. Northumb. (NS) 4: 171-176.
Bagnall, R.S. 1912b. Brief records of Chaetechelyne vesuviana Newp. and other 
myriapods new to the British fauna. Zoologist July 1912: 1-3.
Bagnall, R.S. 1913a. Towards a knowledge of the Clyde Myriapoda. Glasgow 
Naturalist 5 (3): 89-92.

23



Bagnall, R.S. 1913b. On the classification of the Order Symphyla. J. Linn. Soc. 
(Zool.) 32: 195-199.
Bagnall, R.S. 1916. A November week at Grange over Sands. II Woodlice and 
Myriapoda. Lancs. Chesh. Fauna Com. Jan. 1915: 349-352.
Bagnall, R.S. 1917a. Some Lancashire myriapods newtothe British fauna. Lancs. 
Chesh. Fauna Com. 67: 104-109.
Bagnall, R.S. 1917b. The Symphyla of Lancashire and Cheshire. Lancs. Chesh. 
Fauna Com. 67: 110-112.
Bagnall, R.S. 1917c. Records of some British Symphyla. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (8) 
20: 360-362.
Bagnall, R.S. 1918a. Records of some Myriapoda from the Forth area. Scott. Nat. 
Apl. 1918: 79-80.
Bagnall, R.S. 1918b. Records of some British species of Diplopods and 
Pauropods with a preliminary checklist of the British Myriapoda. Jour. Zool. Res.
3 (2, 3): 88-93.
Bagnall, R.S. 1922. On some new and rare British Diplopods. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. 
(9) 9: 176-177.
Bagnall, R.S. 1930. Record of Lithobius erythrocephalus C. Koch, a centipede 
new to the British fauna. Scott. Nat. Jan-Feb 1930.
Bagnall, R.S. 1935a. Notes on the British Chilopods I. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (10) 15: 
473-479.
Bagnall, R.S. 1935b. On Thalassopauropus remyi gen. et sp. n., an halophilous 
pauropod, and on the genus Decapauropus Remy. Scott. Nat. May-Jn. 1935:
79-82.
Bagnall, R.S. 1935c. Our shore dwelling Pauropods. Scott. Nat. Sep-Oct. 1935: 
143-5.
Bagnall, R.S. 1935d. An extended classification of the Pauropoda to include two 
new families. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (10) 16: 619-629.
Barber, A.D. 1983a. An introduction to centipede identification. Br. Myr. Gp. 
Newsletter 1 (Mar 1983): 6-10.
Barber, A.D. 1983b. V.C. distribution: Centipedes. England (north), Wales and 
Isle of Man. Br. Myr. Gp. Newsletter 2 (Nov 1983): 7-8.
Barber, A.D. 1984a. Centipede miscellany. The‘missing’ British centipedes. Br. 
Myr. Gp. Newsletter 3 (Oct 1984): 3-4.
Barber, A.D. 1984b. V.C. distribution: Centipedes. England (south). Br. Myr. Gp. 
Newsletter 3 (Oct 1984): 5.
Barber, A.D. 1985. Lithobius peregrinus Latzel, 1880. Br. Myr. Gp. Newsletter 4 
(Jul 1985): 7.
Barber, A.D. (1986). Geophilus proximus C.L. Koch, and other Chilopoda from 
the Shetland Isles. Bull. Br. Myr. Gp. 3: 29-39.
Barber, A.D. & Eason, E.H. 1970. On Brachyschendyla dentata Brolemann & 
Ribaut, (Chilopoda, Schendylidae) a centipede new to Britain. J. nat. Hist. 4:
79-84.
Blower, J.G. 1958. British Millipedes (Diplopoda). Synopses Br. Fauna No. 11 
Linnean Soc. London 74pp.



Blower, J.G. 1972. The distribution of British millipedes as known at the end of 
1969. Bull. Br. Myr. Gp. 1: 9-38.
Blower, J.G. 1985. Millipedes. Synopses Br. Fauna No. 35 Linnean Soc./E.J. Brill 
242pp.
Blower, J.G. 1986a. A pauropod new to Britain and north west Europe. Br. Myr. 
Gp. Newsletter 5 (Feb 1986): 2.
Blower, J.G. 1986. Distribution and variation of the species of Brachychaeteuma 
occurring in Britain and Ireland. Bull. Br. Myr. Gp. 3: 43-48.
Blower, J.G. & Rundle, A.J. 1986. Poratia digitata, a new British hothouse 
millipede. Bull. Br. Myr. Gp. 3: 11-16.
Brade, H.K. & Birks, S.G. 1916a. Notes on Myriapoda I: On a new variety of 
Chordeumella scutellare Ribaut. Lancs. Chesh. Nat. 9: 49-55.
Brade, H.K. & Birks, S.G. 1916b. Notes on Myriapoda II: Some brief records. 
Lancs. Chesh. Nat. 9: 82.
Brade, H.K. & Birks, S.G. 1916c. Notes on Myriapoda IV: A preliminary list for 
South Lancashire. Lancs. Chesh. Nat. 9: 141-148.
Brade, H.K. & Brade-Birks, S.G. 1917a. Noteson Myriapoda VI: Recordsfor 1916- 
17. Lancs. Chesh. Nat. 10: 113-122.
Brade-Birks, H.K. & S.G. 1917b. Notes on Myriapoda VII: A new member of the 
order Ascospermophora, lacksoneuma bradeae gen. et sp. nov. Jour. Zool. Res. 2 
(4): 135-149.
Brade-Birks, H.K. & S.G. 1918. Notes on Myriapoda IX: Report on Chilopodaand 
Diplopoda for 1917-1918. Lancs. Chesh. Nat. 11: 93-97.
Brade-Birks, H.K. & S.G. 1919. Notes on Myriapoda XVIII: Report on Chilopoda 
and Diplopoda for the latter part of 1918. Lancs. Chesh. Nat. 12: 101-106.
Brade-Birks, H.K. & S.G. 1920. Notes on Myriapoda XXIII: Report on Chilopoda 
and Diplopoda for 1919. Lancs. Chesh. Nat. 12: 297-298.
Brade-Birks, H.K. & S.G. 1925. Notes on Myriapoda XXX: Report on Chilopoda 
and Diplopoda for 1925. Lancs. Chesh. Nat. 18: 217-221.
Brade-Birks, S.G. 1939. Notes on Myriapoda XXXVI: Sources for description and 
illustration of the British Fauna. Journ. S.E. Agric. Coll. Wye, Kent 44: 156-179. 
Curtis, J. 1845. Observations on the natural history and economy of the insects 
called wireworms, etc. J. Roy. Agric. Soc. Eng. 5 (1): 180-237.
Eason, E.H. 1953. On Lithobius aulacopus Latzel, a centipede new to Britain. Ann. 
Mag. nat. Hist. (12) 6: 850-854.
Eason, E.H. 1961. On the synonymy of some British centipedes. Ann. Mag. nat. 
Hist. (13) 4: 385-391.
Eason, E.H. 1964. Centipedes of the British Isles. London: Warne.
Eason, E.H. 1965. On Lithobius tricuspis Meinert (Chilopoda, Lithobiidae) in 
Britain. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (13) 8: 285-295.
Eason, E.H. 1983. On Lithobius variegatus Leach. Br. Myr. Gp. Newsletter 1 (Mar 
1983): 4-6.
Edwards, C.A. 1959. A revision of the British Symphyla. Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., 
132: 403-439.
Fairhurst, C.P. & Barber, A.D. 1972. The British Myriapod Survey. Bull. Br. Myr. 
Gp. 1: 5.



Gibson Carmichael, T. 1887. A chapter on the centipedes and millipedes. Nat. 
Monthly. 1887: 13.
Jackson, A. Randell 1910. On some arthropods observed in 1909. Lancs. Nat. May 
1910: 17-51.
Jackson, A. Randell 1914. A preliminary list of the Myriapoda of the Chester 
district. Lancs. Nat. Mar 1914: 450-458.
Jackson, A. Randell 1915. On some arachnids and myriapods observed in 1914. 
Lancs. Chesh. Fauna Com. Mar 1915: 433-437.
Jackson, A. Randell 1916. On some arthropods observed in 1915. Lancs. Chesh. 
Fauna Com. Feb 1916: 391-392.
Jones, R.E. & Keay, A.N. 1986. Trachysphaera lobata (Ribaut), a millipede new to 
Britain from the Isle of Wight. Bull. Br. Myr. Gp. 3: 17-20.
Keay, A.N. 1983. On Lithobius variegatus Leach. Br. Myr. Gp. Newsletter 2 (Nov 
1983): 10.
Moore, F.R. 1982. Ecology of the Pauropoda from a coal shale heap in 
Lancashire, England. Pedobiologia 24: 309-317.
Remy, P.A. 1956. Quelques stationes de Symphyles et de Pauropodes dans les 
lies Britanniques. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (12) 9: 287-288.
Remy, P.A. & Conde, B. 1961. Sur la microfaune du sol de Grande Bretagne I: 
Pauropodes. Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (13) 4: 149-153.
Richardson, D.T. 1986. B.M.G. at Manchester Polytechnic 2-6 April 1986. Br. Myr. 
Gp. Newsletter 6 (Sep 1986): 1-3.
Ryder, J.A. 1880. Scolopendrella as the type of a new order of articulates 
(Symphyla). Amer. Nat. 14: 375.
Scheller, Ulf 1970. The Pauropoda of Ceylon. Ent. scand. Suppl. 1: 1-97.
Scheller, Ulf. 1974a. The Pauropoda and Symphyla of the Geneva Museum I. A 
synopsis of the genus Gravieripus (Myriapoda, Pauropoda, Eurypauropidae). 
Revue suisse Zool. 81 (2): 613-631.
Scheller, Ulf 1974b. Pauropoda from arable soil in Great Britain. Symp. zool. Soc. 
Lond. No. 32: 405-410.




