
*Baccha elongata (F.) 59, cf Holden Clough, 25-7-1969 (M.G.F.)
*Svrphus labiatarum Verr. (Stenosyrphus labiatarum) 59, cf 

Holden Clough, 13-7-1969 (M.G.F.).

It is hoped in the not too distant future to be able to proceed 
with the publication of further parts of the Diptera of Lancashire 
and Cheshire, but owing to printing costs, these are likely to be on 
a smaller scale than Part 1 which consisted of 136 pages. Future 
parts will probably include either one large family or several 
smaller ones. The Recorder will be grateful for any records for 
inclusion in the above publication or its supplements.

Copies of the Diptera of Lancashire and Cheshire (Part 1) are 
available at the specially reduced price of 10/- (50p) instead of 
£1-1-0. Purchasers will receive a free copy of the First Supplement. 
Those wishing to obtain the First Supplement only, may do so at
a cost of 2/- (lOp).

The Grasshoppers, Earwigs and Cockroaches
o f Lancashire and Cheshire

by
A. BRINDLE

These orders, the Orthoptera, Dermaptera, and Blattodea, 
have not been systematically collected in the two counties, and the 
present records are mainly due to incidental collecting. It is hoped 
to survey the orders more thoroughly in the future, and there are 
a few additional species which may occur. These orders, however, 
are characteristic of dryer and warmer climates, and the majority 
of the British species are restricted to the southern counties, so 
that any future additions to the list are likely to be few. The wetter 
western counties of England are also less attractive than the drier 
eastern counties, and some species extend further north in England 
along the eastern part than they do along the western side of the 
country. Both Conocephalus dorsalis (Latreille) and Metrioptera 
roeselii (Hagenbach) are recorded from Spurn, East Yorkshire, 
which lies at about the same latitude as the Ribble estuary, but the 
former extends no further north in western England than 
Merionethshire on the mainland, whilst the latter is not recorded 
from any part of western England. Future collecting in Lancashire 
and Cheshire, therefore, will probably be most useful in extending 
the list of localities for the known species.

The recent excellent book on the Orthoptera, Phasmida, and 
Blattodea of the British Isles by Ragge (1965) should give an 
impetus to the sudy of these orders, since it provides a very



adequate account of each species. The distribution of each species 
is shown by means of shading the relevant vice-counties in distri
butional maps, and there are three additional vice-counties which 
should now be shaded. These are VC 58 for Meconema thalcissinum 
(DeGeer), and for Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa (Linnaeus), and VC 69 
for Metrioptera brachyptera (Linnaeus).

The records in the present paper are those on the card index 
of Lancashire and Cheshire records in the Manchester Museum, 
together with additional records provided by Mr. W. K. Ford, who 
has long been the recorder for these orders for the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Fauna Society, and to whom is due much of the careful 
recording of both native and adventive species. The work of pre
vious collectors should also be acknowledged, especially that of the 
late Mr. H. Britten. Some records are from the references at the 
end of the present paper and some of these have indicated modifica
tions to the list.

The nomenclature and English names, with the exception of 
the Dermaptera, follow those in Ragge (1965); if the current 
scientific name differs from that used by Lucas (1930) in the first 
Lancashire and Cheshire Check List, the latter is given in brackets. 
The usual habitat of each species is included, together with an 
estimate of the abundance or scarcity of the species in the two 
counties. The records do not adequately cover the distribution in 
most species, however, so that the estimate represents the probable 
complete distribution ; if a species is known to be common and 
widely distributed in VC 59 and VC 69, for example, it has been 
assumed that it will be similarly common and widely distributed 
in VC 60, since this latter vice-county is poorly surveyed at present. 
If few records exist for a species, the records are given in full, but 
where a number of records exist, only the localities are given ; in 
the few very common species the records are so numerous that no 
localities are mentioned. The vice-county system is used, and VC 69 
(North Lancashire and Westmorland) is included, but a few records, 
those from Meathop Moss and Witherslack, are actually in West
morland ; the same species, however, are almost certainly present 
to the west in North Lancashire. That part of Westmorland lying 
to the south of the Kent Estuary (Arnside area) is included in 
VC 60.

There are a number of species of these orders which arc 
adventives or casuals, that is they have been accidentally intro
duced into the country by artificial means, usually in various kinds 
of cargoes, such as timber, bananas, etc. A very few are migrants. 
Some have become established and are now regarded as part of 
the British fauna, even though they survive under artificial condi
tions only, and the division between these and the less successful



adventives is rather vague, but regular breeding in this country is 
a useful guide. In the present paper the British list is taken as that 
in Ragge (1965), but without the adventive species listed in 
Chapter 11 (Casual introductions and migrants). The numerous 
adventive species recorded from the two counties are not included, 
but these may well form a useful article in the Fauna Society’s 
Report in the future.

There are no species of Phasmida (Stick-inects) recorded from 
the area, and six of the nine species of Blattodea (Cockroaches) 
are recorded, but one of these is a native species found under 
natural conditions in Southern England, but which has only 
occurred in Lancashire and Cheshire as an adventive. Out of the 
30 British species of Orthoptera (Grasshoppers and Crickets), only 
12 are recorded. In the Dermaptera (Earwigs), which are not 
included in Ragge (1965), there are three species recorded out of a 
British total of five.

ORTHOPTERA
Rhaphidophoridae
1. Tcichycines asynamorus, Adelung, Greenhouse Camel-Cricket. 

Established in a number of counties in England and Scotland 
in greenhouses. There is one record for the area.

VC 58, Hale, 8-11-1950, in greenhouse, several males and
females (Manchester Museum).

Tettigoniidae
2. Meconema thalassinum (De Geer), Oak Bush-Cricket.

On deciduous trees. Apparently uncommon, and only two 
certain records exist.

VC 58, Morley, from sycamore, 6-8-1955, D. W. Mackie.
VC 59, Droylsden, in station yard, 5-9-1922, W. Buckley.

The record of an immature Leptophyes punctatissima Bose, 
from Cotterill Clough, Cheshire, 2-6-1942, from oak, H. 
Britten, recorded in the Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna 
Society’s 30th Report, p.67, is an error, and the specimen is 
likely to belong to the present species. All three specimens 
are in the Manchester Museum.

3. Pholidoptera griseo-aptera (DeGeer), Dark Bush-Cricket. 
Amongst herbage, low hedgerows, bushes, etc. Rare, only one 
record is known.

V.C. 58, Minshull Vernon, 1902 (Lucas, 1920).
I his is recorded as Olynthoscelis cinereus Linnaeus in 

Sopp (1905).
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4. Metrioptera brachyptera (Linnaeus), Bog Bush-Cricket.
In moist areas on mosses and moors. Local, but probably 
frequent where found.

VC 58, Newchurch Common, 16-6-1940, H. Britten; 
Abbot’s Moss, 3-8-1941, H. Britten, 10-10-1969,
D. W. Mackie.

VC 60, Winmarleigh Moss, abundant (Whellan, 1947). 
VC 69, Meathop Moss, 18-9-1949, A. Brindle.

Gryllidae

5. Acheta domestica (Linnaeus) (Gryllus dome Stic us), House
Cricket.

Indoors in houses, warehouses, mills, etc., and outdoors only 
on rubbish heaps, etc. Widely distributed throughout the two 
counties.

VC 58, Birkenhead ; Chester ; Delamere ; Gatley ; 
Hoylake ; Meols ; Northwich ; Parkgate ; West 
Kirby ; Wilmslow.

VC 59, Blackburn ; Blackpool ; Bootle ; Colne ; 
Darwen ; Knowsley ; Liverpool ; Manchester; 
Nelson ; Rivington ; Southport.

VC 69, Cartmel.
GryHotalpidae
6. Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa (Linnaeus), Mole Cricket.

Found in moist low-lying meadows, etc. Scarce.
VC 58, Hyde, in factory, thought to have flown in during 

the night, 19-8-1963 (Manchester Museum).
VC 59, Near Manchester (Lucas, 1920); Lytham, 

5-1934, N. J. Macpherson and J. C. F. Fryer.

Acrididae
7. Omocestus viridulus (Linnaeus), Common Green grasshopper. 

Usually common in lush grasslands and meadows. Common 
throughout the two counties.

VC 58, Delamere ; Hoylake ; Newchurch Common.
VC 59, Didsbury; Downham ; Freshfleld, along the 

coast to Southport ; Nelson ; Ormskirk ; Rainow : 
St. Annes.



VC 60, Arnside ; Silverdale.
VC 69, Cark ; Grange ; Holker ; Torver ; Witherslack.

[ Omocestus rufipes (Zetterstedt), Woodland grasshopper.
Associated with woodlands, in clearings or along the borders. 
The following records on the cards are considered to be 
erroneous (Pickard, 1956) ; the specimens cannot be traced 
and there has been confusion between this species and 
viridulus, to which these probably refer.

VC 58, Delamere, 20-8-1922, H. Britten.
VC 59, Ainsdale, 18-9-1923, H. Britten.

VC 60, Silverdale, 9-1905, R. Standen.l

8. Chorthippus brunneus (Thunberg) (Stauroderus bicolor
Charpentier)

Common Field grasshopper.
In dryer habitats than viridulus, in fields, waste places, etc. 
Common throughout the two counties ; the numerous records 
show the adult stage as from July to September.

9. Chorthippus parallelus (Zetterstedt), Meadow grasshopper.
Generally on moister ground than brunneus, on heaths, sandy 
places, etc. Widely distributed.

VC 58, Abbot’s Moss ; Bidston ; Hoylake ; Leasowe ; 
Newchurch Common ; Thurstaston ; West Kirby.

VC 59, Freshfield, along the coast to Southport ; 
Lathom ; Ormskirk.

VC 60, Flookburgh ; Silverdale.
VC 69, Grange ; Witherslack.

10. Chorthippus albomarginatus (DeGeer) (elegans Charpentier),
Lesser Marsh grasshopper.

On moist low-lying ground, especially near coasts and 
estuaries, or on sand dunes. The few records need confirma
tion, since a likely habitat is on the coast between Freshfield 
and Southport, but none have yet been found.

VC 58, Acton Grange, 23-6-1915, G. G. Dunlop; 
Leasowe (Sopp, 1905).

VC 60, Silverdale (Sopp, 1905).
VC 69, Grange, very scarce (Sopp, 1905).



11. Myrmeleotettix maculatus (Thunberg), (Gomphocerus
maculatus), Mottled grasshopper.

On drier heaths, moors and stabilised sand dunes. Locally 
common.

VC 58, Abbot’s Moss ; Alderley Edge ; Bidston ; 
Hoylake ; Newchurch Common ; Thurstaston.

VC 59, Freshfield, along the coast to Southport; 
Ormskirk ; Scarisbrick ; Lathom.

VC 60, Lindeth (Sopp, 1905).
VC 69, Alithwaite ; Grange, abundant on slopes of

Hampsfell ; Cark ; Newton-in-Furness.
Tetrigidae
12. Tetrix undulata (Sowerby) (bipunctatus Linnaeus), Common

Ground-hopper.
On dry heathlands, grasslands, slacks and stabilised sand 
dunes. Local but not uncommon.

VC 58, Caldy ; Delamere ; Hartford ; Hoylake ;
Newchurch Common ; Oakmere ; Wallasey ; 
West Kirby.

VC 59, Freshfield, along the coast to Southport, often on 
the stabilised dunes inland from the slacks ; Ormskirk ; 
Hightown ; Scarisbrick.
VC 60, Silverdale ; Winmarleigh Moss (Whellan, 1947).
VC 69, Alithwaite ; Cark ; Cartmel ; Grange ; Holker; 

Lindale ; Newton-in-Furness ; Meathop Moss.
DERMAPTERA

The list of this order in Kloet and Hincks (1964) needs modi
fication, since Maravci arachidis (Yersin) should have an asterisk 
as a species of doubtful status, whilst the genus Anisolabis should 
not be used for amudipes Lucas. This species was transferred to 
the genus Euborellia Burr as far back as Burr (1915), and the late 
Dr. W. D. Hincks accepted this in his papers on foreign earwigs, 
although due to an error he used the genus Anisolabis in the 
Handbook (Hincks, 1956). The status of amudipes in Britain is 
also doubtful, and it may be better to regard this as a casual.
Carcinophoridae

I. Euborellia annulipes (Lucas) (Anisolabis amudipes).
Probably adventive.

VC 58, Acton Bridge, 10-1916 (Lucas. 1920).



VC 59, Barton Moss, abundant in refuse tip, 18-5-1922, 
H. Britten. (L. & C.F. Society’s 19th Report, p.37).

Labiidae

2. Labia minor (Linnaeus), Lesser earwig.
Mainly found around manure heaps and flies readily at night. 
Widely distributed.

VC 58, Chester ; Hartford ; Rostherne ; West Kirby.
VC 59, Ashton Moss ; Birkdale ; Blackburn ; Colne ; 

Freshfield ; Southport ; Liverpool.
VC 69, Cark ; Grange.

Furficulidae
3. Forficula auricularia Linnaeus, Common earwig.

Under bark, stones, or amongst rank herbage, in gardens, 
woods, or almost any type of habitat where shelter can be 
found ; active at night. Very common and distributed 
throughout the two counties and numerous records exist. 
Sopp (1905) mentions this species attacking aphids on syca
more trees at Birkdale. The males forceps are variable in 
length, but not in general structure, the large (macrolabic) 
form sometimes being referred to forcipata Stephens, but since 
the type of the species has rather large forceps this name 
seems superfluous.

BLATTODEA

Blattidae

1. Blatta orientalis (Linnaeus), Common cockroach.
Widely distributed and common, in houses, restaurants, 
hotels, etc., mainly in the larger towns. This is the species 
encountered by housewives. Possibly due to its frequent 
occurrence, few records are on the cards, and these list 
Ashton-under-Lyne, Blackburn, Blackpool, Manchester,
Nelson, and Liverpool, all in VC 59, and Dukinfield and 
Hyde in VC 58.

2. Periplaneta americana (Linnaeus), American cockroach.
Mainly found in bakeries, warehouses, etc., mainly in the 
larger towns, but not in houses. Frequent.
VC 59, Bootle ; Eccles ; Leyland ; Liverpool ; Rusholme ;

Salford.
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3. Periplaneta aiistralasiae (Fabricius), Australian cockroach.
Similar to americana in habitat, but not so frequent.

VC 58, Hale.
VC 59, Blackburn ; Liverpool ; Middleton ; Man

chester and district ; Worsley.
4. Pycnosceles surinamensis (Linnaeus) Surinam cockroach.

Largely subterranean, burrowing in earth in greenhouses, etc. 
(Ragge, 1965). Scarce, and there are only four records.

VC 58, Hale, 12-7-1925.
VC 59, Fallowfield, 9-1903; Liverpool, 30-12-1904; 
Manchester, no date (Sopp, 1905).

5. Blattella germanica (Linnaeus), German cockroach.
Apparently mainly in restaurants, hothouses, or warehouse 
where these are centrally heated. Frequent.

VC 58, Birkenhead ; Hoylake ; West Kirby.
VC 59, Bolton ; Bootle ; Didsbury ; Liverpool ; 

Manchester ; Oldham ; Preston.

6. Ectobius lapponicus (Linnaeus), Dusky cockroach.
4

One of our three native species, but southern in distribution, 
and only recorded from the area as an adventive.

VC 58, Birkhenhead docks (Sopp, 1905).
VC 59, Bootle docks (Sopp, 1905).

Sopp (1905) also recorded E. pallidas (Olivier) (lividus 
Fabricius, not DeGeer) from Birkenhead docks, but this 
record is thought to refer to lapponicus.
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Freshwater Hydro ids Report
by

CHARLES PETTITT
In the last report Mr. Seyd, the previous recorder, noted the 

occurence of Cordylophora lacustris Allman in the Bridgewater 
canal ; this was thought to be the first published record of this 
species from Cheshire. After seeing the report Mr. E. G. Williams, 
Secretary of the Chester Society for Natural Science, wrote to say 
that C. lacustris had been recorded in 1878 from tne Bridgewater 
canal “near the canal locks, next beyond Tarvin Road Bridge ” in 
a paper by Mr. T. Shepheard.

Mr. Williams continued that he collected it himself “ in the 
1920’s from the canal bridge near Ford. Litherland, about one-and- 
a-half miles south-east of Great Crosby ”. This latter record from 
the Leeds and Liverpool canal was confirmed by Mr. A. L. 
Galliford, who kindly looked up a letter to him from Mr. H. G. S. 
Wright in which Mr. Wright mentions taking Cordylophora in 1922 
at Ford “ under an arched bridge quite close to the main road ”. 
Mr. Galliford adds that he has collected intensively from this 
canal since about 1945, but he has never found Cordylophora 
either at Ford or elsewhere in the canal. The species may, there
fore, now be extinct in this last locality.
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